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Letter From
Massachusetts

byEugeneNanjM

The Sex Quiz
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:CORRESPONDENCE

•G15TN (the Cay, Lesbian and Shai^
•Teachers Nctworl?) and tided "Love
jMakes a {Minify: Living in(^yand Les-
;bian amilies," the exhibit features pho-
!tpgraphs ofhomi^exual households and
jis paA of a^nt efforts by the Clinton
a<bnniistiation, mass media, and ai^r-
•tising iiuiustrics t»reshape and adulter-
•ate the meaningofmaiiiagc and family.

Commenting on ilie exhibit, a sup-
porttve teacher stated, have passed
die point of^ical feuinlies, so make
a big deal of it?" A sdiool committee
•member agreed, and argued against
letting parents excuse children from
idiscus.<!ingthecidiibit. 'That would bea
^iiect insult tolesbians and gays," she
^d. ^ som^ education today means
imposing viec inthe name ofmeicyand
goodmanners.

Thus, in every school it visits, "Love
makes a family" is an occasion for
mai^tozy, goyemment-subsidized dis
cussions ^^rroing feminist and g^ le-
constmctiansofgenderand kmily. But
some the jgenda. "Couldtherebe
^n exhibit ofCatholic children taking
Communion?" one Pioneer ^^ey par
entwondered. Anodier pidced uptJiis
point, askmg, "Could we nave photos of
parents and kids hunting deer^ O^eis
moved beyond theseobservations on
?*LSTN's partisan redefinition of"diver
sity" toworry diat "the schools are taldng
onso social issues, teasers don't
have time totzeat traditional curricula,''
a pcmt leflected in many tests showing
file ignorance ofAmerican ^dents in

coredisciplines.
• Despite its homev-sounding tide,

**Love makes a family' is a coy but now
&niiliar pol<anicsubverting the fact ttiat
husband, wife, and chOdienmake the
&niilyinhealthycultures. As one parent
bluntly stated,"Theexhibit contains
Rowing descriptions of tangled sexual
relationships, artificial insemination, of
leawng spouses for- homosexual partners,
[^in^] that could frighten and embar-
rass a dhild," More than that,the exhib
itcould undemiine ai^sense offcninda-
tional kinship, for if "love makes a
family," marriage should beallowed not
rally for gws and lesbians, butfor any
tro, thre^ five, or more people se^nga
carnal fellowship. Such unions be
t^isient notonly for sensual but for so-
dal reasons likeno-fault divorce and the

disposable ethos it reflects, but why
sh(^ld incestuous orhomosei^ bo^
be at^mnre durable dian die li^ieof
husband and wife which today is feigile
as impulse? And if, like marri^andSn-
pube, gender is only aphase chib passes
mand outoflike ananimal inheat, and
the nocturnal tfOpisms of "orientation"
its orily standard, wl^ not tiyanew^st^c
marriage? Howcbewill you know, astne
quiz asks, whethcryou mi^t like it?

Fnamin^iam's sexeducation classes
indicate the dan^rous paths school
teachers are opening for cliildien in the
name of"afhrming diverse lifestyles"
and "healdieducation." When adults
talk dirty to children and encourage
diem toengage insex, ih^ would on£*-
narilybeaccused of corrupting the inno-
ceiA But today such discourse is legit
imized ongrounds ofcompassion: if
diildien become intimatelyf^iltarwith
altemativE: spcual practices, thenlesHans
and gi^ will never have their fieelings
hurt, ti thename ofcompassion, to
day's sensitivity training creates such
wunds byprompting adolescents to
doubt andeven despise theirnatural
feelings, while offering tiiem attention
and solicitude if they confess the new
homosexual faith. example, during
"Gay &Lesbian Awareness Month," stu
dents atBrookline Higji School arc invit
ed to Tdl Sonaoone" abouttheirhomo
sexual fantasies or experiences, and
towearpinkcardbcnrd triandes imprint
ed with the word "AL&." *nie5c
stratagemsexploit the adolescenthunger
for attention, for having their confusions
given aherpb metaphysical dimensian.

Alongwith invitinganewsexual path,
teachers also encourage students to
mock and despise normalty. Thus, the
sex quiz at Framingham High School
suggested to students that marriage be
tween man and woman isunsatisfying
md doomed: *'Why are there so
few ^od heterosexual marriages?" it
quened, arguing there was no intrinsic
reason for choosing it rather than h'omo-
sesud congress, implying theywere mat
ters ofamoral selection fflce choosing pa
perorplastic at the checkout counter, as
onecldgyman said.

Having posed itsquestions on thede
cay of heterosexual marriage. Framing-
ham Hi^Sdiool provided no educators
to explamhow rtiecounterculture's con-

"la it possible faeterosexiiality isa phase
you will grow outof? Are you heterosex
ual becauscvou fearthe same sex? Ifyou
have never slept with anycme ofthe same
sex. how do you know you wouldn't pre
fer it? Is it possible you merely need a
goodgay experience?" FarfitMn ihetori-

questions andaccompanying sugges
tions that Jesus was gay, Ru&a Icsbmn,
and King David a bisexual, these queries
were offered ina "sex quiz" gwen stu
dents last spring by "health educatois"
atahi^ s^ool in Ramii^gham, Massa
chusetts. Principal Bob Flaherty said
the questions weic notadvocacy, just
"thoughtful andcozistnictivB'' lessons in
tolerance ^d the gcddcn rule, but diat's
backtracidng andspin. R>r onething,
teachers don't give quizzes to homosex
ual students utging hetetosexuality on
them. Quite the contrary,youn^ers to
dayare uiged toward sexual adventurism,
with condoms as their coat of arms.
Secondly, anddespite Flaherty's
denial, the quizclearW invites tocns to
tiyhomosexual acts, iliifi promotional
quality alarmed some parents.

The"LivingRelationships" partofthe
sensitivity cuiriculum picsented oraland
anal sexas "metiiods ofbirth ocmtrol that
preserve the concept of viiginity," for
Students whoare open-minded. In a
woAbook titled Facing ReaUty, aquiz
asked students iftheyfound homosexual
acts"disgusting." Those who checked
they did, lost points, and dielower their
score, themore "homophobic** they were
told they are. Yet, like Flaherty, the
school's Director of Health Education,
Jim Carey, insisted "eveiythingwas done
very positively, with thou^t and sensi
tivity."

Sunilar professions ofcompassion for
children have cleared ihc way for aphoto
exhibit which opened In January at
schools in Amheist, Massachusetts, and
is now touring the nation. Sponsor^ ^
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tempt for commitment unnaluraJ
lawhas undermined heal^ and mar
riage and helped pmduce Quizzes
the one athand. Instead, tbndi graders
sat there while the authorities asked,
"Given the problems men wd women
&ce, would you wantyour d|ildren to be
heterosexual? If were] would you
consideraversion therapy?" '

.y>n andl^ida Smith publicly derided
^e Jeneis as vengeful and ignorant big
ots. Reporter Rachel Layne wrote a sto-
ly omitting relevant facts she had re
ceived front interview^*c8. But in the
meantime, liberal readers had heard the
maidiu^ Oidei^ andchimed inwith sal-
hes oftheir own. Waiting indie Brai^yb-
Ime Chronicle^ onethoughtful soul de
rided the Jeneis as **POOPS (People
Offiendodby Other I^ople's Sexuality)."
Inackhtion to POOFS not being very
nice,he dedared, "POOK aie also not
reallyverybri^.Ofcomsc, any POOPS
who move away liom Brookline dousa
tavor.... We don't ^ the POOPS a
lesson in tiueChriatianiiy, and wc cer
tainlydon't owe them any money."

Whoarethese "POOl^,"tiicJeneis?
Letters from longtime ndghbon calleid
them 'lovinacaring and compassbnate
people" with "astrong Chri^n
anda strong marriage." As for intelli
gence, both parents "are nutstand^g
teachers in Cambridge," oneresident
noted. ''R)ra quartscentury, Johanna's
father, IbmJcnei, has been oiganist and
choirii^ster at St. l^ul's Church in
Brookline, and his &ith and leadership
were instrumental in rebuilding the
diurch aftera disastrous fire in 1976." A
Cdlowstudent ofJohanna'solderbrother
Tom wrote from theLbnvendty <rf Chiea-
go tosay, ''While Ihave always disagreed
with Tbm's and Johanna's views, they
have alw^ expressed their opiraons in
telligently and respecthilly. Because
their views were op^sed to those ofthe
largemajorifyofstudents, th^ were con
fronted, ridiculed andteased mudi moie
than the averse student [but) both
Ibm and his sisterwereable to hantSe
^rcKig, oiten pi^nallydiiccted opposi*
tion to their vi^." Such testimony
from an idenl<^cal opponent suggests
the qualify of the Jeneis' own tolerance
and intdli^oe, and also how fkitx the
hma^ment ofJohanna musthave been
beforeshe became in.

Though Biooikline High School finally
agreed to give Johannacredit for the
semester shehad endured, the ostracism
and mockery continued. In February
1994, shevras committed to Children^

Srane parents are%htii^[kacL Con
sider an ongoing case inwHich parents
Thomas and Jeannine Jenci are suing
Brool^line Mich School forpromoting
tlie agenda and buUyins and isolat
ing students, like their dai^ter, Johan
na,whoobjcct.

BiooldineHi^ Sdiool isoften visited
by themajor media interviewing stu
dents and rtafiF ontfieir fervrat support
of Covemor William Wdd's "Gay-
StraightStudent Alliance.*^ Students
disturbed by this new inttamoial piOidy-
tizing have been "taunted^ harassed,
rnocfcd and ridiculed for thdr i^ '̂ous
£aith, beliefs andhcteiosexqality," par
ents report. Lessons haveindudcd a so
cial studies teacher, Pblly com
ing out as a lesbian in the qiiddlc of a
class artd challen^ngJoihann^ Jenei, say
ing, *^1 know thiswm make sofneom here
uncomfortable, but now let*.Aer tell us
[ihc rest ofthedass] her op^on." At-
wood then reported^ mentioned some
details ofher"partner's" personal life,
and told her ninth-grade in "An
cient History" that "women-can dirive
without men/ Hiat"cavewomen were
self-suf&'dent and let cavemen near
them only when Aeywanted babies."
When Johanna suggested-men and
women were meant tolive togdher, At-
wood led theclass inmocking her.

After several wedcs of ^is Hdi^c^ in
mid-December 1993, Johaiuia tdd the
school's guidance counselor, ^ik fed-
erman, tl^t shefdt isolated skdvulner
able. Nevertheless, German uipd her
to return to thedass,which die di4- she
then became ill. \\^en the-Jeneis re
quested their daughter^allotved to fin
ish the two-seme^ course ih an inde
pendent study^ the head of the social
studies depaitment» Jonathan Sill, re
fused permission* even though sudi ar
rangements are commonly granted in
Brookline and anexperienced teacher
hadabGady aftrecd toprovide ihctutori-
al. "Go ahead and sue." school and
union offidals reportedly told theJeneis'
attorney. ''Ws'tc gtring toboot you out
ona summary judgment:''

Boston Gabe eoTumnists Derrick Jack-
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Ho^itd suffering from acute stress and
failing blood pressure. Shortlyafb5rwaid,
and at the recommendatian of her doc
tors, she withdrew feom Brookline High move.
and enrolled in Lexington Ghristian
Academy, where she remains. Her par- . . _ _
enb havem^ toatown 15 miles away Wd. TlicUbeid'̂ iiiiin^
and requested compensatoiy expenses. refused to signapioclamatiDnaffirming,
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David Turner, Brooklinc's Ibwn
Counsel, says he considers the Jeneis
part of the crowd tllat produced the
Scopw 'Tvlonkey"Trial. Thesdiool, too,
remains militantly unrepentant. The
Jeneis' attorney Randal Fritz notes that
tliis punitive stance expressly violates
Brooklinc's ownsdiool code,whichre
tires tliat educational administrators
make the wcll-beii^ ofstudents the

fundamental valueof 3tll decision-mak
ingand actions."

One would like to dismiss these un
natural lessons and fierce piosdytiTing as
aberrant, but they reflect a national
problem, anew nonn called "^veraity"
that destroys aU norms. Lcnore Carlisle,
principal of Mark's Meadow School in
Amherst, said "teachers will present *lovc
makes a femily' interms ofdncisity, not
in terms of human sexualify." E3sc^ere
in the Bay State, similar semantic jug
gling has led to fourth-graders being
coaled torole-play homosexual cou
ples seeking to adopt a child. First
graders are "counseled" about a class
mate's mother's sex-change opcraHon.
Aparent who lauded Broddine's history
ofpiomotiiTig academic freedom b "dis
cussing sexual orientation" in class,
called the above-noted scandal at the
l^Ue School "aseries ofsmall discus
sion groups with first-^ade students,
outsit the classroom (m the guidance
counsdor'a office] about a classmate's
parent's sex-change." Small discussion
^up? fiist-graders? About ales
bian sex-change? Itisastonisliinghowa
hip tenn like "discussion giDUp" can san
itize insanity, ti a program called "Hot,
Sexy and Safer," highschool students
havebeen told, in the name of "AIDS
eduction,"to "practice their orgasm
face," and to lick flavored condoms in
the schoolauditorium. The VS. Rrsl
District Oourt ofAppeals ruled parents
need not beinfcimned ofsuch programs
in advance, nor (cdioing GLSTN*? argu
ment for mandatory discussion byall
students ofhomosexual Cuiiicula] may
they stop their children 6om attending.
"Tlic plaintiffs have norigjit tobartheir
difldren from exposure tovulgar andof
fensive language," theCourt comment-

adding, "parents cannotdictatewhat
the school teach." Iffolks lilcc the Jeneis
(4>)ect tothenew agenda, they'll have to

Certainly, they eaimot expect succor
from the officeof GovernorWilliam


